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Wombat's Run Newsletter

Ladies and gents,

The season whilst starting slow and not looking very promising has eventually
picked up and has delivered us some very nice snow for the later half of the
season. The bookings we are getting via the booking service and by phone is an
obvious indication of how good the season has become. Whilst mentioning
bookings, just a reminder that the position of booking officer for the club is a
voluntary position and all committee members obviously have other jobs (most
of us work full time shifts). It is greatly appreciated if your phone calls could
be made during the preferred times of Tuesday and Thursday between 6.30pm
and 9.30pm. Whilst we endeavour to answer all calls whenever they come in
please take into consideration that the booking officer can be at work if you ring
outside the requested booking times. You can always leave a message on the
bookings answering service and we will get back to you. If we are taking
another call at the time you call it will also divert to the answering machine.
Alternatively, you can make your booking on line 24 hours a day 7 days a week
by going to our web site www.vpski.com and selecting the accommodation
link. Once there you can check the on line calendar for available dates and
make your booking on line. This is the preferred method of booking and
greatly reduces the work load for the booking officer.

For those of you that were not at the A.G.M. in May, the club will be closing for
approximately 3 to 4 weeks towards the end of October so we can perform
some long overdue renovations on the bathrooms. (Pending quotes at this
stage) The dates have been nominated on the online calendar. It is hoped that 3
to 4 weeks will see the renovations completed.

A word about the newsletters. Without rehashing the same stuff over and over
the club newsletter can be a difficult thing to produce without new content and
information. We regularly bring you updates on the functions, m/cycle, 4x4
and camping trips we run but we would really like some input from our
membership as well. Please feel free to send us your photos and or stories and
we will publish same. If you have taken the kids to the snow or just to see the
high country and have a photo of their happy faces, please send them to us and
we will put them in the newsletter. The kids will love seeing themselves in
print. Also if you have some ski or related type equipment you wish to sell let
us know and we can place same either in the newsletter or on the web site.
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I will close now with a transcript of the report I gave at the A.G.M. in May.

John Blaikie
Club President

President Annual report 20092010

It is pleasing to be able to present another positive annual report for the Victoria Police Alpine Club. The year
has been very successful financially and membership wise. Once again I can report that our membership has
increased and accommodation rates are very consistent. The introduction of a maximum advance booking
time has allowed club members to take better advantage of the popular long weekends and holiday periods.

Over the preceding 12 months several club functions were run comprising several four wheel drive and trail
bike weekends. A Club camping weekend at Lake Albacutya was also run which proved very successful.
These functions were all very well attended proving their popularity. As such these events have been catered
for again in the up and coming year and are documented on the web site and news letter to maximise their
dates.

Last year I mentioned the professional use the lodge had been receiving. This trend has continued with
bookings for conferences and training functions being a very important part of the clubs revenue. The benefits
of these professional or corporate functions are that they are usually mid week bookings when the
accommodation demands from members for the lodge are minimal. This allows us to maximise the use of the
lodge with minimum impact on the clubs membership.

The current financial position of the club is allowing us again to plan and hopefully implement after the ski
season some required renovations of the three bathrooms. This area of the club will be the final area to be
brought up to scratch and will culminate the clubs renovations which were planned and implemented almost
5 years ago.

The committee has continued to work hard and provide the best facilities that we can. Several working bees
were run over the last 12 months with most committee members being the regular attendees. Once again a lot
of work and time was donated by Tim McClimont and Greg Johnson our resident carpenter and electrician.
Their efforts can be seen in the extensive roof lining that has been installed in the outdoor area at the western
end of the lodge and the lighting around the lodge. Planning has been made for the rebuilding of the old
boiler room which was demolished at the last working bee due to it being unsafe. The rebuilding of this room
will allow the permanent location and protective storage of the club generator. Works have been
implemented by Greg Johnson that allows the generator to directly supply power via our switchboard in time
of power failures. This necessity was highlighted by the fires three years ago when the power outage
prevented the clubs pumps from being used when they are most needed.

The clubs web site has been up and running now for several years and is one of the reasons behind the success
of the clubs membership figures and accommodation revenue. The home page of our site will in the next day
or two reach its” 19,000t visitor, with the accommodation page about to hit its” 13,000t inquiry. The ability for
inquirers to actually see vacant dates online and to make a booking on line has greatly reduced the volume of
phone calls being made to inquire about vacant dates and to make bookings. The amount of publicity we
receive via the site is outstanding with one inquiry last year coming from a police officer in Perth who found
us via Google which resulted in him bringing the club to the attention of several other interstate officers. A
search for police ski clubs or police alpine clubs via Google or Yahoo currently brings up our web site as
number one in both search engines. Obtaining this ranking greatly enhances the clubs profile with emergency
services throughout Australia.



The last 12 months and the Treasurers report show that the Victoria Police Alpine Club is in a very healthy
state both financially and membership wise. The popularity of the club continues to grow significantly which
I hope is an indication that we as a committee are doing our job correctly. Whilst not planning to do so, our
success as a club has made us the largest and most financial sporting club associated with the Victoria Police
Force. We have also become a permanent sponsor of the Victoria Police Amateur Sports and Welfare Society
Sports Award Night. The P.A.S & W.S is the governing body managing all sporting clubs associated with the
Victoria Police Force.

The running of the Police Club is a joint effort by the committee of management without which the club would
cease to function. Working bees are attended mostly by committee who as mentioned in previous reports,
donate large amounts of time and effort into maintaining and running the club and our premises. Once again
I thank my committee of management, my wife Pam, Adrian Healy, Bill Nash, Robyn Garrett, Geoff Alway,
Tom Grambau, Cameron Grambau, Greg Johnson, Harry Hayes and Ruben Gillies.

John Blaikie
Club President
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Editors Report

This newsletter is definitely behind schedule this year and I do apologise for that, but it has been one of those
years when things just get behind. John and I were away for 3 weeks in July and with work commitments,
time has flitted by.

There has not been much news to impart on you all and I like to produce quality and interesting articles not
just the same old.

As always any articles of photos from you trips to the club would be most welcome.

Pam Blaikie

At the Lodge!!!

The Committee values feedback from members on any aspect of club activities. Please advise a member of
the committee if there are any problems that require immediate attention.

Bathroom Renovations d lodge closed 24t October for 3 - 4 weeks



Rubbish and Recycle

As of September 2010, the council will be providing recycling bins, so members and guests are
reminded to put out your rubbish and your recyclable bottles, cans and plastics in the bins provided
at the front gate on departure from the lodge.

Although we pay for this service via our rates, this is going to be a savings to the club, as we currewnityguaedo regularly take
the recycling away.

Members and guests
1 All members and guests MUST complete the sign in book on arrival; this is a requirement of our liquor
license and our Auditors.
1 Please only sleep in the beds allocated to you by the booking officer.
1 Vacate your room by 10am. Please vacuum and dispose of any rubbish.
* Leave your luggage in the hallway alcoves if you will be returning to the lodge that day.

Dates to Remember 2010

4 x 4 Weekend
Saturday 24th September 2010
(book in to stay at the Lodge for Friday 23rd & Saturday 24th)

Another exciting weekend with possibly the last of the snow.

-

Friday 22 0 Sunday 24 October
Preparation for Bathroom Renovations

This will be your chance to be destructive without consequences.

Book now: Accommodation free with a BBQ dinner supplied on Saturday night.

4 x 4 Weekend

Saturday 20th November 2010
(book in to stay at the Lodge for Friday 19th & Saturday 20th)

Any suggestions for a club weekend, please email us.



The below dates were advertised in the last news letter but are still applicable and
well worth noting if you are awi ne lover.

The King Valley Shed Wine Show & Saturday 2nd October

Last Year saw us take in the King Valley Shed Wine Show on the first weekend of October.. The show placed
everything the King Valley had to offer under one roof and still left you in the heart of the King Valley to take
in your choice of wineries and food. The Shed Show proved to be well worth the visit but has now
unfortunately fallen victim to the pressures of the old real estate adage “Location, Location, Locati6rand has
been moved to Wangaratta to put it closer to a larger population centre. For those that are interested the show
will be on Saturday the 27 of October at the Performing Arts Centre.

The Dolce Vita Festival will be held 20 -21 November 2010

Thousands of people celebrate the arrival of spring at La Dolce Vita - the KingValley’s springtime celebration
of the sweet life. Enjoy authentic family atmosphere which combines Australia’s most diverse variety of wines,
gourmet food, spectacular scenery and warm King Valley hospitality.

0Big Desert 20106

After last years Cup Weekend to the ‘Big Desert” was such a huge success and a great deal of fun,
even in the 44 degree heat!, we thought this year we’d run a Big Desert trip in a more acceptable
temperature range! So for Queens Birthday weekend in June, 15 of us headed off to Lake Albycutya
for a bit of 4WD’ding and motorbike riding.

A great time was had by all - especially the kids! The entertainment on hand even offset the initial
disappointment of missing the opening of the ski season.

Camping out under the stars, telling stories by the campfire, a ute spotlight ride, and plenty of
motorbike riding and four wheel driving kept all the kids (big & small) entertained during this great
desert trip.

Jumping from last years 44 degree heat - this year nights dropped to zero! Waking up to ice in the
sink, and needing five blankets, certainly was a significant contrast to last years stinking heat.

The kids had a ball on the first day - doing a full five hour off road ride around Lake Albycutya. A
few offs (by just about everyone including the Club Captain) kept the day entertaining.

The second day saw the big kids only biking around to Chinaman’s Well and back, followed by a
4WD support crew carrying all the kids. After the huge day previous, the kids all had a well earned
nap. They truly must have been tired, because some of the terrain shook loose the fillings!

Next year’s trip is already in the planning, so if you got a motorbike, 2WD or 4WD and want to come
along, please give Greg or John a call (or email) to reserve your spot!


http://www.visitvictoria.com/displayobject.cfm/objectid.3B4FBDA2-EE52-4191-ADBFD70652A53BD3/

Tom & Cheryl Grambau
Members Guests Telephone: 03 5968 9604
Booking ti Tuesday & Thursd
Week Weekend Week Weekend OOKIng times are Luescay ursday
D D 6.30pm-9.30pm,
ay ay (please leave a message at other times)
$14 $17 $27 $32 Online: www.vpski.com Booking form
SUMMER 8 1st October-31st May available
Members Guests Send your accommodation fees to
Everyday Everyday Tom Grambau
$12 $22 P.O. Box 610.
FAMILY $40 FAMILY $65 Emerald. Victoria. 382
If you do a Bank transfer please include a refererf
There are NO FAMILY RATES as follows
for winter Name / date of accommodation.
eg. Blaikie 004-2011

**IMPORTANT PAYMENT ADVICE***

The c¢club has in the past received on occasi onds odkirggs g
have then at the last moment been cancelled. This has in effect prevented other members of the club from using
these popular long weekends. This is unfair on those club members as it is very hard to organise trips to the
cl ub on o0ne notice. Asvsuach Ragmerst fibor accommodation must be made within 14 days of booking.
If payment is not received in 14 days the room will be allocated to the next party requesting accommodation.
Please note that receipts will only be issued on request.




Booking procedure
Before you book please work out how many double & / or single beds you require, and how flexible your
preferences are. You can complete the online booking request at any time via the web site links.

Online booking - use the link from the accommodation page
View my ]
Calendar

Step 1. Check Bed Availability via our Calendar link [
(This calendar is designed to help you plan your stay at the lodge, confirmation is still required from the booking officer)

”

Step 2. “Submit your booking request ” via the link and supply details to all relevant questions.

Step 3. The booking officer will confirm your booking.
Remember the booking officer is a voluntary position and the phones are not manned 24 hours a day.

PAYMENT METHODS

1. Cheque made out to the Victoria Police Alpine Club.
2. Direct deposit to our co-op account (Ask Booking Officer at time of booking for account details)
3. Direct BSB deposit from another bank (Ask Booking Officer at time of booking for account details)

BOOKING PERIOD

1. VPAC foundation members may book any time 4 months in advance.
2. VPAC general members may book up to 3 months in advance.
3. Guests may book up to 2 months in advance.

PLEASE NOTE
1 Bed allocation is booked as tentative until the Booking Officer receives payment. Payment for
bookings is required within two weeks of making the booking or if made at short notice less than
two weeks from date of stay, then payment is required immediately.
1 Names of all persons attending Lodge are to be given to the Booking Officer at the time the booking is
made.
Confirmation of bed allocation is displayed on notice board at Lodge and must be complied with.
1 Vacating of rooms by 10am day of departure is required so incoming guest can unpack.

=

The Committee 2010-2011

President Vice President Treasurer Booking Officer
John Blaikie Geoff Alway Adrian Healy Tom Grambau
Wk 9871 4119 9887 9798 Mob 0417 568523 59689604
Mob 0421 634 335
Secretary Assistant Secretary News Letter Editor Work Master
Robyn Garrett Harry Hayes Pam Blaikie Bill Nash
9738 0767 0417312832 Wk 03 99055377 96118501
Mob 0412 562340 0419 763348
Club Captain Committee Member Committee Member
Greg Johnson Dave Mendes Rubin Gilles
0431 327334 0417722417



On Saturday the 3rd of July several committee members set out on a three week off
road tour with the purpose of taking in some of the most isolated and spe ctacular
country Australia has to offer.

The planned route was from Melbourne via Broken Hill, Silver City Highway to Milparinka, Tiboo-
burra, Camerons Corner, Moomba oil and gas fields, Innamincka, Cordillo Downs to Birdsville and
then across the Simpson Desert to Dalhousie Springs, Mount Dare Station, Finke, Alice Springs,
Coober Pedy to William Creek followed by Lake Ayre and a final run down to Roxby Downs and
then Woomera.

The convoy of three vehicles set off with a long
run to Broken Hill the first day followed by some
sight seeing. A trip out to the old mining town of
Silverton was accompanied by the compulsory at- ‘ e —
tendance at the Silverton Hotel and the mandatory ) = N REAGNER
pictures of Mad Maxs car. Mad Max 4 “Fury [ s
Road” is well under preparation with new sets
and studios under construction in Broken Hill.
Tom Hardy is the new Max with co star Charlize |
Theron. Mike bought souvenirs here.

-

If you have never been to Broken Hill there is
g plenty to see. For the art lovers there is Pro Harts
gallery and his four Rollers are in the front yard
for inspection. Not sure if this one is worth more
or less after the special paint job. I am sure there
are some engineers and designers from Rolls
Royce rolling over in their graves.

After leaving Broken Hill we very quickly ran
out of bitumen which was not to be seen again
for several thousand kilometres. We made our
way to another famous pub at the historic
(Ghost) town of Milparinka. This is a must for
any outback traveller and since we were in the
neighbourhood we decided we would not
miss it. The fickle finger of fate was pointing

right at us this time and disappointment fol-
lowed as we pulled up out the front to dis-
__ cover the one thing that a dinkum Aussie

-2 dreads. (A pub with no beer) In fact it had
‘ f ‘7 no licensee as the lease had expired and the
SEEUS publican had walked off site not willing to
,F-.j\ renew the lease. To think we were disap-
% pointed was an understatement. Imagine the
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disappointment the occupants of this light plane experienced after it landed, taxied up the road to the
pub car park with his passengers all set for a counter lunch. There were some bewildered looks, a
few words, everyone piled back in the plane, taxied back down the road and took off no doubt look-
ing for another lunch spot. According to the only other person in town at the souvenir shop, the five
year lease to the Milparinka Hotel is currently going for $20,000. That’s a pretty cheap lease no mat-
ter how you look at it.

After finding the pub with no beer we all did some therapy shopping at the souvenir shop and
moved on. Mike bought lots more souvenirRist prior to Tibooburra we made a left turn onto Camer-
ons Corner Road which goes for ever (felt like it) and eventually runs along the dingo fence just prior
to reaching Camerons Corner itself. This is the junction of Queensland, New South Wales and South
Australia. At this spot and on the Queensland side you will find the Camerons Corner pub. (I like
pubs) The camping fee here is $5.00.
The catch is you must fold the $5.00
bill around a 20 cent piece with a
drawing pin in it and throw it at the
ceiling and make it stick to the roof.
All proceeds go to the RF.D.S. Hav-
ing previously performed this tricky
feet after a dozen or so beers I was
most confident until I discovered it is
actually easier doing it with a 12 or so
beers under your belt than walking

in stone sober and having a pub full
of people watch you. I bought fuel at
$2.00 a litre. Mike bowght more souve-
nirs.

Mike shows his prowess at sticking
money to the roof.

The following day saw us head off for Innamincka via the Moomba gas and oil fields. This is not the
normal route however due to the large amount of rain from
the preceding months some roads were still impassable and
the amount of water sitting in the normally dry lakes was a
sight to see. We finally made it to Innamincka and went to
the pub. Actually we set up camp on the Cooper and then
went to the pub. I thought cheaper fuel would make me feel
better but $1.86 a litre still didn’t bring a smile. Oh well, we
pay what we must to enjoy ourselves don’t we. Mike bought

| FUEL BEFORE
' MOVING VEHICLE .
" FROM PUMPS




souvenirs. This area along the Cooper Creek is one of the nicest places you could camp. The creek is
huge here and there are numerous camp sites for kilometres. (Camping in South Australian desert
parks require a desert pass which last for 12 months) They do come along and check your vehicles
and you must have the pass displayed) The following couple of days we spend camped on the
Cooper and checked out various historical sites including the sites where Bourke and Wills met their
demise and the famous “Dig tree”. It gets cold here at night and anything left out overnight includ-
ing unopened cans of drink were well and truly frozen solid in the mornings. After one last visit to
the pub we set off for Birdsville via Cordillo downs. Did | mention Mike bought sounirs.

Camping area on the Cooper just out of Innamincka. A nicer place to camp you willn  ever find

Cordillo Downs is 180 ks from Innamincka but close to a four hour drive due to the road conditions.
The roads are covered in “gibber” which are small polished round stones of various sizes but make
driving very inter-
esting if you hap-
pen to enter a
bend in the road
too fast. Your ve-
hicle will roll on
the gibber and
continue in its
original direction
no matter what
direction you are
steering. Imagine
driving on a road
covered in mil-
lions of various
sized marbles. We
came across a per-
fect example of
this just after ar-
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riving at the Cordillo Downs homestead. A retired couple on their outback trip had come to grief on
a small bend with their Range Rover going off the bend and collided head on with one of the only
trees around. Some time was spent unbolting their bull bar and winching it forward to give enough
clearance to open their bonnet. After a careful inspection and road side repairs we had them on their
way again. A very relieved couple indeed.

Cordillo Downs has one of the oldest and largest wool sheds in Australia. At its height it had 85,000
sheep running on it. By the early 30s when devastated by drought the station closed. It has changed
hands many times and is currently run as a cattle station. In 1981 the Brook family took up the lease
and the station today covers an area of 7,800 square kilometres and run approximately 7,000 head of
poll Hereford cattle. That’s less than one head per square kilometre.

The Woolshed at Cordillo Downs

After leaving here we set off for
Birdsville which had been cut off
for two weeks due to heavy rain.
That may explain the state of the
road we were travelling on as
when we reached the Birdsville
turn off the road was blocked with
§ signs stating the road we just came
in on was closed. Interesting
methodology they have, closing
one end of the road but not the
other.

After arriving in Birdsville a well-earned rest was celebrated by going to the pub, several times for
some of us. As the roads had been closed for a couple of weeks several roads trains had been caught
by the rising waters and were forced to stay in town “at the pub” for two weeks. How do I get one of
those jobs? The day after we arrived the roads were officially reopened with the road trains all pull-
ing up out the front of the Birdsville hotel. You have heard the term 18 wheeler. Try a 62 wheeler,
and then multiply by seven.




Birdsville is a wonderful place where you can buy souvenirs,c a n 8 t y Bha puMmekeecloses, or
so it seems and everyone is always happy, mostly because they are on holidays and either going to or
coming from somewhere else. Birdsville has a very large caravan park and camping ground and one
of the few commercial camp grounds that allow fires. There are on-site cabins for those that wish to
do it with more style. After sampling what Birdsville had to offer for the next two days we set off for
the Simpson crossing. The interesting part was just about to begin although we didn’t know it at the
time. After leaving Birdsville for the west to east crossing of the Simpson we hit our first obstacle, a
300 metre wide flooded creek prior to the first major dune. A four kilometre detour each way around
the flooded creek but it took an hour and a half to do it. The local Police said, “only a four kay detour
mate but it Meiwadright bug it feltlmore ke 80Khys. It was quite apparent that an in-
credible amount of rain had fallen over the last few months as what should have been sandy desert
dunes with hard clay pans between were quite lush and green flowering dunes more suited to some-
one’s fancy garden with a lot of water in the ancient lake beds. Mike was not happy (No sounirs for
the next 600 ksdr did he sense something more foreboding that we did not. We ignored his dire mis-
givings and pushed on and commenced crossing the 1,250 sand dunes that lie between Birdsville and
Dalhousie Springs. These dunes vary in size and range from as small as 5 metres up to 30 or 40 me-
tres high. The dunes are slightly steeper on the east side due to the prevailing winds, why are we
travelling east to west I ask myself after getting stuck the 2nd time and being winched over the top.
B : - " Tyres down from 20 to 14 pounds and that fixes the
: g problem. The trip across poses some interesting haz-
ards especially due to the extreme rain that had fallen
just prior to our crossing. Prior to reaching Poepels
corner (the meeting of Northern Territory, Queensland
and South Australia) we come across another flooded
creek too deep to cross. A 40 kilometre detour this
time is required each way just to cross a distance of 100
metres. This makes a dent in my fuel calculations.
The sand dunes go forever and my fuel starts to look
worse for wear. I am mentally filling my tank as we go
and using the “Force” to give me better fuel economy.
. Greg’s son Jack is very strong with the “Force” and I
have him working with me here. (Star wars reference
here for those that think I have lost it) Anyway I am
carrying a lot of spare fuel but detours have eaten into
it. We shall see.
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More winching, this t i me it ds Mi ke

After the second day of pulling off
road campers over very steep sand
dunes it was noticed that the dis-
tance between the rear cab and the
utility tub on Greg’s 4x4 BT Mazda
was actually larger than it should
be. Seems pulling a heavy weight
up over a sand dune several hun-
dred times has a sort of fulcrum af-
fect and the chassis rails don’t like
it. Oh well, nothing we can do
about it here, push on.

And still more Dunes

up camp for
the 3rd night it
starts to cloud
over. (Re-
member
Mike’s  con-
cern) Ilook at
the clouds and
comment, “it
will probably
skirt around
us”. Nice
lightning
though isn’t it.
Two hours
later we have
all retreated to
our campers
and the noise
of the storm and torrential rain is deafening. We are in the desert, how long can it rain. As it turned
out, forever, it was still raining at 6am the next morning. The clay pans between the dunes were now
lakes and the area between the dunes we were camped on was turning into moosh, the sort of stuff
that sticks in layers with every step you take. A quick pack up in the rain and we attempt to drive
out. The clay has turned to paste and getting moving was a little traumatic but using Jacks influence
with the force we managed to get out of the moosh and get onto some firm sand. The problem is
every dune has a clay pan between it and they all had water in them. Lots of it. Istill have water in
my headlights and its four weeks later. The clay is so soft that you dare not back off even the slight-
est bit lest you sink straight in.

After setting pm - = . » ’
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Water, itods evpposgdvdbeadesert |t 0s su

In fact the travel this day is so diffi-
cult that very few pics were taken as
no one was game to stop for fear of
not getting started again. We only
had two compulsory stops and that
was to pull me out of the slop. We
managed to burn out Mikes winch
and mine decided it was not going to
play at all. In all we managed to
travel 70 kays in 10 hours.

How embarrassing, nothing to
seehere, move along please.

5 . p
[N Pt e s

Day four sees us limping into
Dalhousie Springs with all three
vehicles and campers carrying
an extra 50 kgs in dirt and mud.
We earned some very strange
looks from campers as we rolled
into the Dalhousie camp
grounds. At this stage the bend
in Greg’s chassis had turned the
gap between his cab and ute tub
into a space you can put your
arm in.

That is supposed to be a one cm gap
2% all the way along. Last assesment
was $12,000 damage folks.
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Dalhousie Springs is a place where the hot thermal water from the great artesian basin has found a
natural fault and made its way to the surface. Over thousands of years it has formed this amazing
water hole that goes up to 15 metres deep in places. Dalhousie Springs are actually part of a collec-
tion of over 60 natural artesian springs located in Witjira National Park on the western fringe of the
Simpson Desert, 180 kilometres northeast of Oodnadatta in northern South Australia. Spring water
temperatures range from 38 to 43 degrees C. The water is highly mineralised but drinkable (barely).
Dalhousie Springs are the starting point for
crossing the Simpson Desert eastwards to
Birdsville crossing. (around 600 kilometres).
4 In 1915, the total flow rate of the Dalhousie
Springs complex was over 23,000 li-
tres/second, but drilling had reduced this to
. 17,360 litres/second by 2000. In the freezing
mornings this is the place to be. As I discov-
. ered, 7am is not early enough to be the first in

- as I was confronted with a sea of bobbing
heads in the early morning steam. Sort of a
geriatric soup and I was one of them.

Two days and nights left us suitably refreshed
enough to head off and make the trip to Mount Dare Station where I was banking on getting some
well needed fuel. For the 600 kay crossing I had consumed 90 litres of gas and 120 litres of petrol. As
the last jerry went into the car the morning we set off in the rain I was not exactly sure how much I
still had on board. My fuel gauge can go about 100 kays on empty and I was showing about a hair
width above empty. More water, mud and detours greeted us as we left our last stop and I held my
breath all the way to Mount Dare. I informed everyone else by radio that I honestly did not expect to
make it and someone would no doubt have to come back with a jerry of fuel for me. Why didn’t I
buy a diesel. I don’t know how but I made it to Mount Dare and was greeted with the lovely sight of
a petrol pump standing proud to the side of the pub. I parked next to the bowser, posed for some
pics of me hugging the pump and promptly attended inside and asked for some fuel. “No worries
mate, as long as you don’t want unleaded because we don’t have any”. A bit later after receiving this
news Greg informed me that the expression on my face was unbelievable. The only thing I could
think of at the time was “Murphy was an optimist”. What to do. Have a beer of course and drown
my sorrows. We did manage to leave a club stubby holder in what is the largest collection of stubby
holders I have ever seen. Mike ]
bought heaps of geenirs though.

The decision was we shall head
towards Finke on the road that
had been closed due to rain all
week and see how far I could
get. Obviously I was not going
to make it and the others were
dreading the return trip to bring
me fuel. After 20 minutes I
spied coming the other way a
Freelander with 10 jerry cans on
its roof. I jammed on the brakes
and flagged him down. My
luck, three English tourists about
to cross the Simpson the other




way carrying enough fuel to do the trip in both directions. I didn’t have the heart to tell them it was
closed from Dalhousie Springs. At least they would get some quality time there waiting for the
tracks to dry. I pleaded my case and put on my very best sad face and they crumbled. Reluctantly
they parted with 10 litres for $20 and I was on my way to Finke much to the relief of the others.
Somehow I managed to limp into Finke where the fuel custodian unlocked the cage around the bow-
sers and filled me up. I must have cut it fine as it took 76 litres and it only holds 75 in the main tank.
At this stage Mike decides to get some diesel and pulls up at the bowser only to discover he no long-
er has any brakes. An inspection reveals a broken rear upper spring mount which in turn has sev-
ered his brake lines. Another hour on the side of the road with make shift repairs gives Mike the use
of his front brakes and we slowly head towards the Stuart Highway and north to Alice Springs for
very expensive temporary repairs for Greg and suspension, brake line replacement and souvenir
purchasing for Mike. Alice Springs was a well-earned break and the camper trailers were delegated
to the rear car park of the Alice Springs resort Hotel for the next four nights while repairs were made.
Also just for something different we went to the pub and we all bought souvenirs from the R.E.D.S.
S ———— Finally at trip south down to Wil-
N— : liam Creek for the compulsory
% pub stop prior to heading out to
= see Lake Ayre in full flood. We
managed to solve a crime whilst
§ at the pub, or perhaps we discov-
%, ered one, as per the picture. Iam
sure they are wondering where
this sign disappeared to.

Once out at Lake Ayre
we were confronted with
a sight not many see in
inland Australia, a hori-
zon that ended with
nothing but water for as
far as you could see. The
sun set at Lake Ayre
alone was worth the en-
tire trip. Unfortunately
all good things must
come to an end and we
packed up and headed
off home via the Barossa
Valley where 1 found
one last use of my 20 li-
tre water container. 20
litres of port from the
Cockatoo Ridge Winery.
Funny looks I got though walking in with a green plastic water container shaped like a jerry can.
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Kerrie Laing, Tel

Email: Klaing@Lucidity.biz / Web:

www.lucidity.net.au

Lucidiiry

Mention this add

Frustrated with your current
service providers?

and receive
$100 cashback

(conditions apply)

/Talk to Lucidity about

Mobile phone servic
Mobile handsets

Blackberry zervices

VOIP
Internet hosting

Inbound call service

All associated equip

Home/office phone services

ADSL & wireless internet connections . |

Lucidity Business Advantage - business grade VOIP

Domain name registration

Dialup internet connections

e3

A

ment

All on_a silver platter

*

Call Today And See

Telecommunications.....

Terms and Conditions

Dedicated account manager

Major camrier networks (Telstra, AAPT)
Low cost telecommunications
Flexibility to match client needs
Obligation free bill analysis

One bill

Seamless transfer to Lucidity

24 howr favlt logging

Faper or electronic billing

How Lucidity Can Réﬁne Your
eeeen--. 1300 768 146

All contracts are 24 months. Early termination charges apply. $100 cashback applied to 13th month
invoice. Mon direct debit payment incurs a $2 monthly fee.

PAJA Autamoﬁve

* Quality Automotive Comgonents

Club member Tanya Johnson can assist
with all your parts requirements at
PAJA Automotive.

Call their National Call Centre on 1300
55 90 86 for immediate service and
excellent advice. Australia's largest
range of steering & suspension
featuring O.EM. Products and Japanese

HARVEY
J world travel J

The Trovel Professionals*

Harvey World Elsternwick would like
to offer a discount to all members

of Victoria Police and all current
members of the Victoria Police Alpine
Club.

Please call Renea Gilles on mobile
0421278367
After hours calls welcome 95518273

amail



mailto:Klaing@Lucidity.biz
http://www.lucidity.net.au/
http://www.oem-products.com/

Janene Pike
Marriage Celebrant

Professional and friendly celebrant
Formal or informal, traditional or non-traditional, relaxed and enjoyable ceremonies. |
am passionate about working with couples to develop a distinctive wedding ceremony
reflecting your personalities, style and your journey together.
Registered Celebrant A6799
Commonwealth Attorney General’'s Department
Member of the Association of Civil Marriage Celebrants of Victoria
Diploma of Marriage Celebrancy 2004
Australian & International College of Celebrancy
Ph/Fax : (03) 9432 0105
mobile: 0423 764 778
Email:
wedding-ceremony@hotmail.com
Web site
www.wedding-ceremony.com.au

icciNiertional

All your business needs

Club Member Doug McPhie has just opened an Office Supply business in Wangaratta. This business caters for all your
office and business needs. Items available range through, Canteen, Janitorial & OHS, Print & Promotion, Furniture, Office
Technology, Warehouse & Packaging and much more.

Doug is offering members government pricing less a further 5% and can also set up an account that allows members to
order direct from him at the above pricing.

Follow the link for a full list. www.officenational.com.au

Doug can be contacted via
Monapet Office National
50 Reid Street Wangaratta VIC 3677
Wangaratta VIC 3677
Phone: 03 5721 4489

Fax: 03 5721 7045
Email monapet@westnet.com.au
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SAI1LORS FALLS

ESTATE
y g

Club mermbers Rob and Margaret McDonald have a
lovely winery with accommodation situated at

1073 Telegraph Road
Sailors Falls, Victoria
Australia 3460

They are offering W.P.5.C. & members of the Police
Farce generaous discounts including.

" Stay two nights get the 3rd free
* 20% discount mid week
10% discount on weekends/holidays

Free bottie of wine with 2 night stays

Photos & Framing

Portraits Weddings & Events

Precision Framing ot Affordable Prices

A complete Framing Service catenng for both
commercial and individual regquirements,
Do you need something framed?
We can help with a wide range of services
including frames for:

e Arboork

*  Image Enhancerments

¢ 30 Objects

*  Prints & Posters

*  Photos

*  Textiles Sports Garments

¢  Ceificates

¢ PMdirrors Medals

*  bMemorabilia
Call for a free quote. Fast turnaround and an
amazing choice of frames and matt boards available -
askto see our selection or get our advice on
the hest look for your treasured memory or artwork.
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