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Wombatôs Run Newsletter   February 2010 

Presidentsô message 
February 2010 

 

Welcome to the first newsletter for 2010.  We have put together a tentative 
itinerary for some club functions this year which will be listed a bit later on in 
this edition.  The actual dates may be subject to some fine turning.  Once 
again we have catered for those wishing to take in the highlights of the high 
country in four wheel drives, those that wish to partake in some two wheeled 
adventures and due to popular demand the club will run again a camping 
weekend away from the lodge at Lake Albacutya, Wyperfeld National Park 
although due to extreme temperatures during November last year the 
camping weekend will be held on the queenôs birthday weekend in June.  
These dates are available also on the web site via www.vpski.com  

Last November saw one of our committee members Cameron Grambau 
graduate from the C.F.A. training academy at Fiskville.  Cameron who has 
been a volunteer fire fighter with the C.F.A. since he was 16 years old has 
now taken up a fully paid position and is currently stationed at Mildura.  We 
congratulate Cameron on his successful graduation after a long gruelling 
selection process and even harder training.  Good luck in your new career 
Cameron.  From the feedback I have received it would appear that Cameron 
has slid into the country life extremely well and it may be quite a while before 
we see him back in Melbourne. 

 
The committee continues to improve the lodge and recent visitors will now 
notice the outdoor entertainment area has had the ceiling lined.  This lining 
has finally taken away all the roosting places for the swallows which were 
making an incredible mess outside.  Anyone who ventured outside at night 
would have been faced with 100 or more swallows perched in the rafters.  
You donôt need to do the math to work out the result for the morning.  I thank 
Tim & Julia McClimont, Bill Nash, Greg and Tania Johnson for all their help 
in the fitting of the ceiling lining. 
 
Just a reminder the clubs A.G.M. will be held on the 3rd of May at the Celtic 
Club in Melbourne.  There are membership renewal forms and committee 
nomination forms attached to this newsletter. 

 

John Blaikie 
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Editors Report 
It is a pleasure to be bringing you our first newsletter of 2010, packed with reports of various club 
events and the usual information.   
 
To be continually producing newsletters with the same old info is boring for both the reader and 
editor, so please if you are up at the lodge and have a great experience you want to share, send it 
through to me.  If it is an achievement of one of our members, please share it with us all, it doesnôt 
need to be a full article ï a few line swill still be appreciated. 
 
If you have any pictures from your visits to the club and surrounds that you would like to see in either 
the newsletter of the web site, drop us a call or email the editor. 
 
Although many of you will receive this newsletter via email, we will be sending it out as a hard copy 
with replied paid envelopes for membership renewal purposes. 
 
Pam Blaikie 

 

 

 

For the Wine Lovers  

 

King Valley dates to keep in mind.  

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 12th & 13th JUNE 2010  
(Queenôs Birthday long weekend) 

Weekend Fit for a King is the King Valley's annual wine and food event held over the Queenôs Birthday 

weekend 6
th
 - 7

th
 June in North East Victoria.  The winemakers and their families invite you to join them for a 

fine selection of winery activities and cellar door tastings.  Enjoy delicious great food, premium wines, toe 

tapping music, and warm King Valley hospitality. 

 

The 2010 Dolce Vita Festival will once again be held in November.  Exact date to be 
advised. 

Thousands of people celebrate the arrival of spring at La Dolce Vita - the KingValleyôs springtime celebration 

of the sweet life. Enjoy authentic family atmosphere which combines Australiaôs most diverse variety of wines, 

gourmet food, spectacular scenery and warm King Valley hospitality. 

 

The King Valley Shed Wine Show 

Last Year saw us take in the King Valley Shed Wine Show on the first weekend of October..  The show placed 

everything the King Valley had to offer under one roof and still left you in the heart of the King Valley to take 

in your choice of wineries and food.  The Shed Show proved to be well worth the visit but has now 

unfortunately fallen victim to the pressures of the old real estate adage ñLocation, Location, Locationò and has 

been moved to Wangaratta to put it closer to a larger population centre.  For those that are interested the show 

will be on Saturday the 2
nd

 of October at the Performing Arts Centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    3 

Mansfield Cup 2009 

Horsing Around for Fashion! 
 

Christmas holidays in Mansfield offer many fun & varied activities for all.  One of the major occasions during 

the Christmas period is the óMansfield Cupô.  The horse race that stops a town, and offers a great day out for 

racing enthusiasts and visitors alike. 

 

2009 saw a number of club members attend the Mansfield Races, and while horse racing wasnôt really their 

thing, the kids glammed it up to participate in óFashions on the Fieldô.  Suited up and Mohawks Spiked (cut es-

pecially for the occasion!) our tiny representatives hit the catwalk for the much anticipated announcementsé 

 

And the Winners Areé 

 

Lincoln Allatt ï Little Master Tiny Tot ï 3 & Under    

Nathan Allatt ï Master Tiny Tot 3 ï 5 years   

Jack Johnson ï Stylish Little Man 6 ï 8 years   

 

     
Lincoln     Nathan (right) and the Runner Up 

 

     
Jack      Nathan, Lincoln & Jack celebrating together 

 

 

 

 

Oh yeahéé.plus there were a few horse  racesé. 

The Mansfield Cup is a great day out ï take along some 

folding chairs, a picnic rug & lunch ï enjoy the free enter-

tainment, jumping castle for the kids, animal nursery, pony 

rides ï and if you feel inclinedé  a punt with the bookies is 

always a lot of fun!   
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�´�:�H�W�·�1�·�5�H�D�G�\�µ 
 
The weekend of November 28th/29th saw 
�W�K�H�� �U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �µ�:�H�W�¶�Q�¶�5�H�D�G�\�¶�� ���:�'��
Weekend.  Named after the inaugural 
event in 2008, due to a zook (Suzuki) 
drowning in a pond �± no, dam �± no, 
�O�D�N�H�«������We decided that with no zook 
�W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�����Z�H���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���E�R�W�K�H�U���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���J�H�W��
wet, and changed the route to a more 
sedate and picturesque option. 
 
We headed out of the Lodge to 
Sheepyard Flat along Howqua Track.  
From Sheepyard we went on to Tobacco 
Flat via Howqua Hills Track.  We crossed 
the Howqua at Tobacco Flat & played in 
the mud a little. 
 
We did see a strange new activity being 
undertaken �E�\���V�R�P�H���O�R�F�D�O���F�D�P�S�H�U�V���Z�K�L�F�K���E�D�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�G���D���S�O�D�V�W�L�F���F�K�D�L�U���D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G���W�R���D���V�H�W���R�I���V�Q�R�Z���V�N�L�¶�V���± then towed 
�E�H�K�L�Q�G���D���I�R�X�U�E�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���P�X�G�������&�D�Q�¶�W���V�D�\���L�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���V�D�I�H�V�W���F�D�P�S�V�L�W�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���Z�H�¶�Y�H���V�H�H�Q�����D�Q�G���V�H�U�L�R�X�V�O�\���G�R�Q�¶�W���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G��
�L�W�����E�X�W���W�K�H���N�L�G�V���Z�H�U�H���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���E�D�O�O�������*�O�D�G���W�K�R�X�J�K���,���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���G�R�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�D�V�K�L�Q�J���� 
 
�)�U�R�P�� �7�R�E�D�F�F�R�� �I�O�D�W�� �Z�H�� �K�H�D�G�H�G�� �X�S�� �0�L�W�F�K�H�O�O�¶�V�� �7�U�D�F�N�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �6�O�D�W�H�� �0�L�Q�H�� �R�Y�H�U�O�R�R�N�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �-�D�P�L�H�V�R�Q�� �Y�D�O�O�H�\���� �� �$�� �E�L�W�� �R�I�� �W�L�P�H�� �Z�D�V��
spent up here, clambering over the spoils to get some great pics of the surrounding bush.  The views from the slate mine 
are awesome, and show why Jamieson is such a mecca for four wheel drive enthusiasts. 

 
We made the steep descent from the 
�6�O�D�W�H�� �0�L�Q�H�� �G�R�Z�Q�� �W�R�� �0�L�W�F�K�H�O�O�¶�V�� �)�O�D�W�� �	�� �W�K�H��
homestead s�L�W�H���� �� �7�K�H�� �V�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �0�L�W�F�K�H�O�O�¶�V��
�I�O�D�W�� �E�H�J�L�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� ���������¶�V�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �J�R�O�G�� �Z�D�V��
discovered.  The homestead was built 
and maintained until it was abandoned in 
1936.  Traces of the historic homestead 
have pretty much all disappeared thanks 
to some careless campers which led to its 
fiery end in 1989.   
 
From the homestead site we headed off 
�W�R�� �:�U�H�Q�¶�V�� �)�O�D�W���Z�K�H�U�H�� �Z�H�� �H�Q�M�R�\�H�G�� �D�� �%�%�4��
lunch on the banks of the Jamieson Riv-
er. 
 
Following lunch, we headed up along 
Mount Sunday Road with a detour up to 
the summit of Mount Sunday (1408m).  

Having toured this area for many years, it was the first time for all of us to visit the snow gum lined Mount Sunday summit.  
The track up was a bit tricky in places, with some loose rocks, and deep ruts, but none of the vehicles with us had any is-
sues. 
We descended Mount Sunday to Upper Jamieson Hut via. Low Saddle Road and headed back to the lodge, through 
Sheepyard Flat, via. Brooks Road.  A round trip of around 140 km �± with a great time had by all. 
 
 


