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Presidents Report 

 
Ladies and Gents, welcome to the midyear Alpine Club News letter.  This 
news letter comes to you a little late as we held back so we could publish 
the contact details of our new Booking Officer Tom Grambau.  Who would 
have thought getting an additional phone number would have caused so 
much delay.  The Telco companies have you over a barrel and we have no 
choice but to play their game.  Finally however, the Booking Officer reigns 
have now been officially passed over to Tom.  Our News letter editor Pam 
has written some information for you all about Tom and his lovely wife 
Cheryl who no doubt will be co-opted into being his Booking Officer 
assistant. 
 
As I am writing this the bookings are going strong so my sympathies to 
Tom.  This is now officially our busiest time of the year so if you are 
interested in going up to the lodge you can save a lot of time by checking 
the availability of your preferred dates by viewing the online calendar on 
our web site.  The calendar is updated daily and is an excellent indication of 
lodge attendances.  For those of you that have booked accommodation, you 
can confirm your booking and your allocated room by clicking on the 
calendar and then again on the date you have booked.  This will open 
another window showing your booking and your room number.  This also 
gives you an idea how many others are at the lodge as well.  The online 
bookings facility (via the accommodation link) on our web site is proving a 
tremendous success with approximately 70% of all our bookings coming 
via this manner.  This has greatly reduced phone calls and the need for back 
and forth calls to fine tune bookings.  We have identified a problem 
however with long term advance bookings which do put others at a 
disadvantage for some of the more popular long weekends etc.  In an 
attempt to remedy this problem we have decided to trial a three month 
sliding window for bookings.  This means that you may only book up to 
three months in advance at any time.  The booking time difference for the 
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winter period regarding Foundation members, General members and 
Associates of the club still apply though.  Hopefully this will allow others 
to make bookings at popular times. 
 
Earlier this year by popular demand the club ran a tour of the high country 
huts taking in as many as possible to see what has and has not been 
repaired.  It’s pleasing to see how much work has been put in by some very 
dedicated persons repairing or completely rebuilding the high country huts 
destroyed by the fires 18 months ago.  This trip has prompted a call for a 
fishing challenge where everyone is invited to attend and head off to your 
favourite spot or tag along with someone else to see who can nab the 
biggest fish.  There was very keen interest in this club weekend by those 
who attended the high country tour so we have set the dates to be Saturday 
the 28th and Sunday the 29th of November.  We have also set the dates of 
Saturday the 12th and 13th of December for the next official club 4X4 trip. 
 
In closing I will say once again how pleased I am to see how well the lodge 
is being patronised.  The popularity of the club is increasing in leaps and 
bounds and it is also great to see ex club members from years ago rejoining.  
I have to once again thank our current committee of management for the 
work they do to keep the lodge up to scratch. 
 
I have included below my annual report I tended at the Annual General 
Meeting of the Victoria Police Alpine Club which was held at the Celtic 
Club on the 5th of May this year.  
 
 
 

Presidents Report as presented to the AGM May 2008 
2007 – 2008 

 
The Victoria Police Alpine Club has once again had a very successful year 
both financially and with its membership base.  Bookings for the club are 
running very strong and in order to ensure that our membership is accorded 
the ability to obtain quality time at the lodge during the popular times we 
have reintroduced the policy of only accepting bookings for a limited time 
in advance.  Winter bookings times have been formalised to allow our club 
member’s preference for prime times as in the past.  No doubt the new 
extensions have helped consolidate a firm interest in the club and people 
wishing to visit and use lodge accommodation.  Whilst the club has hosted 
many conferences and meetings over the years there has been a resurgence 
of groups wishing to use our facilities far in excess of what has occurred in 
the past which can also be attributed to the draw card the renovations are 
responsible for. 
 
Several working bees have been run over the last 12 months, the last being 
the weekend just gone.  All have been well attended and I thank all those 
who have assisted us in the running, upkeep and maintenance of the club 
over the last 12 months.  There has been a significant interest in 4 wheel 
drive trips and due the their popularity several club 4 wheel drive weekends 
have been run during the year with all being very well attended.  
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We are committed to maintain our assets at a high standard so over the next 
year some minor upgrades will be continued with the old cattle grid being 
replaced and minor works around the lodge.  The clubs financial position 
and income has allowed us to once again make substantial payments 
towards our mortgage in excess of our obligations.  I attribute our apparent 
success to three main reasons.  One being the dedication of the current 
Committee of Management and the commitment they have made to the club 
in donating large amounts of time to keep the club and premises running 
properly.  Also our membership is selling the club to others as a place to get 
away to and introducing new members and guests which greatly assists in 
perpetuating our membership base, and finally the club premises itself is of 
such a standard now that it is selling itself. 
 
It was with extreme sadness that on Christmas day the club lost our long 
term Booking Officer Jim Garrett.  Jim’s friendship, tireless contribution 
over the years to the club, his introduction to the club of many guests and 
new members will not be forgotten.  Jim was an important point of contact 
for our club and many people have contacted me to express their 
condolences over his passing.  Jim’s wife Robyn has been a tower of 
strength and I thank her for staying as our Secretary during this trying time. 
 
Unfortunately a short time after Jims passing we lost another valuable 
associate.  Maurie Millott our full time caretaker sadly passed away after a 
short illness.  Maurie was very well liked and friendly to everyone he met.  
His skill as a builder and knowledge of the clubs maintenance requirements 
will be sadly missed.  Maurie’s wife Dee has requested to stay on at present 
as our caretaker and I commend her in her strength and resolve. 
 
The club at present is extremely sound and financial.  Our premises have 
been upgraded to an excellent standard and we are experiencing large 
interest from groups wishing to stay during traditionally low attendance 
times bringing us valuable income.  Our membership base is slightly higher 
than it has been for the last 15 years which is another indication of our 
current success.  I would encourage current club members to keep 
introducing new members and guests to our club.  If the trend of the last six 
or seven years continue we will not look back. 
 
Finally I wish to thank the Committee of Management for all the work they 
have done over the last 12 months.  The demands of running the club and 
our premises are substantial and require a large part of the committee 
member’s personal time.  I thank firstly my wife Pam, Robyn Garrett, Bill 
Nash, Adrian Healy, Geoff Alway, Tom Kelleher, Tom and Cameron 
Grambau, Geoff Adams and Harry Hayes. 
 
John Blaikie 
Club President 
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Editors Report 
Editors Report. 
 
Well a little later than I would have liked to get this Newsletter out to the membership, but there is 
important information for all regarding our new Booking Officer and procedures, so I thank you for 
your patience. 
 
However, it is wonderful to see some snow at last, believe me, when I say I was getting a little worried.  
I have been acting as the booking officer and having taken a huge amount of bookings for this season 
already, I have been hoping for snow for all our keen skiers and snowboarders. 
 
I can also announce that we are also now linked to the Police Amateur Sports and Welfare society 
webpage at www.vpasws.org.au and although this will not replace our website, I’m sure that it will be 
a benefit to the club. 
 
As always, I am happy to receive any articles, photos or ads for future newsletters. 
Email: editor@vpski.com 
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A happy time for the Garrett clan. 

Congratulations to Julia and Tim McClimont on the 
birth of Austin Timothy James McClimont.  A little 
brother for our budding 4x4 driver Michelle.  
Robyn is the very proud grandmother of a new 
grandson after 5 girls! 

 
  

Club Calendar 

 
After the Snow - Working Bee: 10  – 11 October 

 
The next Working Bee will be an after Snow season tidy up with a few 
painting and other jobs still to be done. As usual accommodation for 
working bees is free and dinner is supplied Saturday night. 
 
Book in Now!  email bookings@vpski.com  
    phone Tom Grambau on 5968 9604   
 

 
 

 

Fishing weekend  
  

The advertised club fishing weekend  will be Saturday the 28 th and 
Sunday the 29 th of November.  Biggest fish wins a prize. 

Come join us on Saturday the 29 th November for a fishing competition.  Participants can fish 
anywhere they like.  If you have a favourite spot m ore the better.  Choose your own spot or tag 

along with someone else.   

 
 

Club 4 X 4 weekend 
 

The next official club 4 X 4 weekend  will be Saturday the 12 th and 
Sunday the 13 th December.   

Route details to be supplied in the next news lette r and via our web site.  
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Left 
Upper Jamieson Hut. 

 

Below 
Bluff Hut in February undergoing  

rebuild after bush fires. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Left 

 
The new Bluff Hut on the left which had 

been destroyed by the bush fires. 
An excellent rebuild. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Right 
 
The inside of Bluff Hut has been 
put together very well and is a 
Credit to the volunteer builders.  
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Introducing our New booking Officer : Tom Grambau 
 
The club welcomes Tom Grambau to the role of Booking Officer and his wife Cheryl.  Tom 
and Cheryl have been members of the club for many years now, so your paths may have 
crossed. Tom has been on committee, but most importantly Tom & Cheryl have loads of 
experience in juggling guests and their requirements as they owned and managed a bed and 
breakfast in the North-East near Rutherglen for several years which accommodated 60 + 
persons. 
 
As I have handed over the reigns, I wish them all the best and know that the bookings are good 
hands.  I have enjoyed my short time as booking officer and appreciate the emails of thanks and 
general response from all. 
 
As a committee we have looked at the popularity of the lodge and the growing demand from 
both the membership and guests.  You will note we have clarified Winter and Summer dates 
and we are trialling a maximum 3 month advance booking period for all bookings to make it 
fairer to all.  There are still some bookings that fall outside this three month period but we have 
promised to honour all bookings that were made prior to our change of policy. 
 
Pam Blaikie 
 

 
A tip on water crossings.  This 
is how NOT to do it. 
Perhaps a little quick on the 
approach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
And the result. 
 
Yes, the water does get in. 
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WINTER -1st June-30 th September  

Members Guests 

Week 
Day 

Weekend Week 
Day 

Weekend 

$12 $15 $25 $30 

SUMMER – 1st October-31 st May 

Members Guests 

Everyday Everyday 

$10 $20 

FAMILY $35 FAMILY $60 
 
There are NO FAMILY RATES for winter 

 

BOOKINGS:   
Tom & Cheryl Grambau 
 
Telephone : 03 5968 9604  
(preferred booking times are Tuesday & 
Thursday 6.30pm to 9.30pm)  
Online: 
Booking form available from the 
accommodation page at www.vpalpine.com  
or www.vpski.com  (anytime) 

 
Send your accommodation fees to   
Tom Grambau  
P.O. Box 610. 
Emerald. Victoria. 3782   

If you do a Bank transfer please include a 
reference as follows 
Name / date of accommodation. 
E.g. Blaikie 04-04-2008  

NOTE: Payment for accommodation must be made within 14 da ys of booking. If payment is not 
received in 14 days the room will be allocated to t he next party wishing accommodation.  
Please note that receipts will only be issued on re quest.  
 

Making an online booking ?   
Go to the website www.vpalpineclub.com.au  or www.vpski.com  and then to the accommodation page and 
follow the instructions 
 
Step 1.  Check Bed Availability via our Calendar link (This calendar is designed to help you plan your stay at the lodge.  
You will still need to contact the booking officer to make bookings) 

    Online Calendar   
Step 2. Submit your booking request via the below link and please supply  
details to all relevant questions. 
 
Step 3.  The booking officer will confirm your booking.  Remember the booking officer is a voluntary position and the 
phones are not manned 24 hours a day. 
 
BOOKING PERIOD 
 
1. VPAC members may book for the winter period as of the 1st May each year; however Foundation 

members receive priority for bookings until 1st June. 
2.  Guests may book for the winter period as of the 1st June each year. 
3. No bookings at any time of the year will be accepted more than three months in advance. 
 
BOOKING PROCEDURE 
Before you ring please work out how many double & / or single beds you require, and how flexible your 
preferences are. You can Email your request to the Booking Officer at any time via the web site links. 
 
 •. On phoning the booking officer or upon receiving confirmation via email of your booking, bed allocation is 
booked as tentative until the Booking Officer receives payment.  Payment for bookings is required within two 
weeks of making the booking or if made at short notice less then two weeks from date of stay, then payment is 
required immediately. 
 
• Names of all persons attending  Lodge are to be given to the Booking Officer at the time the booking is 
made. Payment will assure your booking and details of room and beds allocated will be giving to person 
making booking at that time. Confirmation of bed allocation is displayed on notice board at Lodge and must be 
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complied with.  Vacating of rooms by 10am day of departure is required so incoming guest can unpack.  You 
can leave you bags in the lodge hallway baggage racks if you wish to use the facilities during your day of 
departure. 
 
PAYMENT METHODS 
 
1. Cheque made out to the Victoria Police Alpine Club.   
2. Direct deposit to our co-op account (Ask Booking Officer at time of booking for account details) 
3. Direct BSB deposit from another bank (Ask Booking Officer at time of booking for account details) 
 

*** IMPORTANT*** 
You can only use the room allocated to you. 

At the Lodge!!!  
 
The Committee values feedback from members on any aspect of club activities.   Please continue to 
get your message to committee members who are there to help you enjoy your club.  
 

 
 

Outdoor fires are not permitted  on 
the lodge grounds at any time 

 
 
Over the last couple of months some guests have decided to raid the wood shed and have campfires 
around the lodge grounds.  This is definitely not on .  Whilst our firewood does grow on trees it 
is very time consuming collecting and cutting and we cannot afford to waste our hard earned timber 
on outdoor camp fires. 
 
 
 

Mt Buller have pulled 
out the big guns for 
this season. 
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The Committee  2008-2009 
 
 

President John Blaikie Wk 9871 4119 
Mob 0421 634 335 

 
vpscpres@vpski.com 
 

Vice President Tom Kelleher 0408 352919 
 
vicepres@vpski.com 
 

Treasurer 
 Adrian Healy 9247 5617 

 
treasurer@vpski.com 
 

 
Secretary 
 

Robyn Garrett 9738 0767 
 
secretary@vpski.com 
 

Assistant Secretary Geoff Alway 9887 9798 
 
assistantsecretary@vpski.com 
 

 
Booking Officer 
 

Tom Grambau 59689604 
 
bookings@vpski.com 
 

Committee member 
(Work master) Bill Nash 96118501  

0419 763348 

 
billnash@vpski.com 
workmaster@vpski.com 
 

Committee member Greg Johnson 0431 327334 
 
disco@vpski.com 
 

Newsletter editor Pam Blaikie 0433 773 520 
 
editor@vpski.com 
 

Committee member Cameron Grambau 0411 379403 
 
cameron@vpski.com 
 

Club Captain Position Vacant   
Vice Captain Position Vacant   

 
 

 

     
 Membership Renewal Reminder 

 
Memberships expired on the 31 st  of March.   

 
Just a quick reminder for those that may have forgo tten.  Club memberships 
expired on the 31 st of March so if you wish to take advantage of cheap er rates 
then you need to forward your renewal dues.  A rene wal form is attached to this 
newsletter and on our web site.  Please do not send  in dues without notation as 
to who they are from.  We have in the past received  money with no notation as to 
who it is from so ensure you identify your payments .   
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Renewal of Membership for 2008-2009 
 

Club members are reminded that annual subscriptions are due by 1st  April 2008.  
If payment is not received within one month  from this date your membership will lapse.  Please 

complete the renewal form below and forward together with your payment.  (If you have a regular 
payment from the Co-op we still require this form t o be returned to maintain our records). 

 
* SINGLE   -  $40.00 

  OR    Police   /   Associate   ( * circle applicable ) 
*  FAMILY  -  $50.00 

 

Name:  

Address:  

 __________________________________   (Pls. complete all areas to update our records)  

Telephone: Priv. Bus. Mob. 
�

�������
��	�
	�
����
 �

Priv. 

Bus. or alternate.       _________________________________________________ 

The VPAC respects members’ privacy and will not divulge personal details including e-mail 
addresses to any other body/members without the individual’s consent.  E-mails to members 
will be forwarded BCC (blind carbon copy) so no oth er individual sees other e-mail 
addresses.   E-mail is an essential communication method of the VPAC, ensuring timely 
distribution of information/messages and minimizing running costs to keep members’ 
subscriptions down. 

Associate member, please state occupation:  ________________________________________ 
  

IMPORTANT:  All Family memberships must complete the following: 

Name of spouse or partner:    

Name/s of dependent children:   

 Date of Birth:  

 Date of Birth:  

 Date of Birth:  

 Date of Birth:  

·  A fully dependent  child under 18 years  is included under the family membership 
 
Payment method :  (please circle one only)

  
������������ ��������Police Credit - Regular payment form 

 ���� ����Cheque made payable to VPAC.       ����
 ��������������������Personal details notification only.  
 
Please mail this completed form/s to: VPAC [Inc.],P O Box 33,  BLACKBURN SOUTH  VIC  3130 
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Booroondara managers conference at Lodge in July. 
 

The lodge is extremely popular with conferences and  our extensions have 
certainly helped secure this niche.  Conferences ar e traditionally held mid week 

when the lodge gets very little use.  
 
 
 

The Plug Pages 
 
 

 
www.pullins.com.au 

 
 Telephone:- 03 5775 2380 or  

Fax:- 03 5775 1770 
 

"PULLINS SKI HIRE " has continued their 
support of our club by advising that any person 

mentioning they are staying at the "Police Alpine 
Club" will receive 10% off the hire of any 
goods. A full range of their equipment is 

available on their web site mentioned below.  
 
 

 

 
 

www.skicentremansfield.com.au 
 

Ski Centre Mansfield 
131 High Street Mansfield 

Telephone: 5775 2859 
Free call: 1800 647 754 

E: kay@skicentremansfield.com.au 
 

Email your booking and receive 10% discount. 
Open daily from 6am until 7pm. 
Fridays we are open until late. 
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Framing 
Precision Framing at Affordable Prices 

A complete Framing Service catering for both 
commercial and individual requirements. 
Do you need something framed?  
We can help with a wide range of services 
including frames for:  

·  Artwork     
·  Image Enhancements 
·  3D Objects          
·  Prints & Posters    
·  Photos           
·  Textiles Sports Garments 

·  Certificates     
·  Mirrors Medals        
·  Memorabilia   

Call for a free quote. Fast turnaround and an 
amazing choice of frames and matt boards available – 
ask to see our selection or get our advice on 
the best look for your treasured memory or artwork. 

Pick Up & Delivery Service Available 
Phone: (03) 9844 0968  
Proud Supporter of Warrandyte Primary School 

�

 
 

Club member Tanya Johnson can 
assist with all your parts requirements 
at PAJA Automotive.  
 
Call their National Call Centre on 1300 
55 90 86 for immediate service and 
excellent advice.  Australia's largest 
range of steering & suspension 
featuring O.E.M. Products and 
Japanese '555' 
Web site www.oem-products.com 

 

 
 
Harvey World Elsternwick  would like 
to offer a discount to all members 
of Victoria Police and all current 
members of the Victoria Police Alpine 
Club. 
 
 Please call Renea Gilles on mobile 
0421278367  
After hours calls welcome 95518273 
email  
renea.elsternwick@harveyworld.com.au 

Club members Rob and Margaret McDonald have 
a lovely winery with accommodation situated at  

1073 Telegraph Road 
Sailors Falls, Victoria 

Australia 3460 

They are offering V.P.S.C. & members of the 
Police Force generous discounts including. 
 
* Stay two nights get the 3rd free 
* 20% discount mid week 
* 10% discount on weekends/holidays 
* Free bottle of wine with 2 night stays 

Contact details as follows or check the link on the 
club web site. 

Phone:  03 5348 6626, 03 9370 8813. 
Estate Mobile:  0418 374854 

Or Daylesford Information Centre 5348 1339 

Email:  sailorsfallsestate@bigpond.com 
Web site www.sailorsfallsestate.com.au 

 

�
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Club Member Doug McPhie has just opened an Office Supply business in Wangaratta. This business 
caters for all your office and business needs. Items available range through, Canteen, Janitorial & OHS, 

Print & Promotion, Furniture, Office Technology, Warehouse & Packaging and much more. 
Doug is offering members government pricing less a further 5% and can also set up an account that 

allows members to order direct from him at the above pricing.  
Follow the link for a full list. www.officenational.com.au 

Doug can be contacted via 
Monapet Office National 

50 Reid Street Wangaratta VIC 3677 
Wangaratta VIC 3677 
Phone: 03 5721 4489 
Fax: 03 5721 7045 

Email monapet@westnet.com.au�
�

 

Janene Pike 
Marriage Celebrant 

Professional and friendly celebrant  
Formal or informal, traditional or non-traditional, relaxed and enjoyable ceremonies. I am passionate 
about working with couples to develop a distinctive wedding ceremony reflecting your personalities, 

style and your journey together.  
Registered Celebrant A6799  

Commonwealth Attorney General’s Department  
Member of the Association of Civil Marriage Celebrants of Victoria 

Diploma of Marriage Celebrancy 2004 
Australian & International College of Celebrancy 

Ph/Fax : (03) 9432 0105 
mobile: 0423 764 778 

Email:  
wedding-ceremony@hotmail.com 

Web site  
www.wedding-ceremony.com.au 

�


