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Wombatôs Run Newsletter   June 2009 
  

 
Presidentsô message 

May 2009 
 

This is my post A.G.M message and this news letter contains a significant 
amount of information.  Firstly my thanks to past and present committee 
members who have worked tirelessly to keep the lodge up and running for the 
last 12 months.  Their dedication has been greatly appreciated and without the 
time and effort donated by those willing to assist on committee the club would 
not be in the excellent shape it is today.  My congratulations also to the 
committee members who have signed on again for another year and welcome 
back to the committee to Harry Hayes and also new comer Ruben Gillies. 
 
I have as usual included my A.G.M. report in this news letter which covers a fair 
amount of ground.  Mentioned in this report was the unfortunately cancelled trail 
bike weekend (due to the fires) and the re scheduling of same.  Since the 
A.G.M. this weekend has now been run and was very successful.  Our club 
Captain Greg Johnson who organised and ran this weekend has supplied an 
article and photos of the weekend which is a little further on in the News Letter.  
We are trying to make available as many club organised functions as possible 
and as mentioned a little later in my A.G.M. report there is a high demand for 
events that take people into the high country either via trail bikes or four wheel 
drives.  These events usually involve a full lodge and their popularity is 
exceptional.  We canvassed for ideas of other types of events and have also run 
a fishing weekend / competition which was won by Tim McClimont late last year.  
If you have an idea for a club event and we get sufficient interest / support from 
our membership we will run it, so please forward your ideas to 
editor@vpski.com  
 
For those of you that have not been up to the lodge in the last 18 months there 
has been a large ornamental rock placed just on the edge of the downward 
slope from the front of the lodge looking towards Merrijig.  This rock has had a 
brass plaque placed on it which commemorates the opening of the club 
premises back in 1981 and acknowledges the work and dedication of those that 
made the club a reality.  The plaque also acknowledges the date of our name 
change from the Victoria Police Ski Club to the Victoria Police Alpine Club.  
Photos are included a little further on in this news letter. 
 
During the  A.G.M. on the 4th of May it gave me much pleasure to announce that 
we have awarded the Club member of the year award to Greg Johnson.  Greg 
joined the club three years ago after being introduced by Cameron Grambau 
and making many trips to the lodge as a guest.  It did not take much persuasion 
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to coax him onto committee and since being there he has worked like a Trojan.  
Gregôs expertise is as an electrician and some would say the worldôs best 
scrounger of needed materials and equipment.  He is responsible for the 
replacement lighting in the south end of the dinning room, the kitchen lights and 
the outside bunker light system around the entire lodge.  The lodge is also now 
able to operate via an emergency generator system thanks to Greg.  This was 
found to be vital when we realised in 2007 that the first thing that stopped during 
the fires was the power.  No power, no water pumps, no water pumps, no lodge.  
Greg is also a very keen trail rider and four wheel driver and has organised and 
run numerous trips for us since he joined the club.  The committee voted 
unanimously to award him with the club member of year award.  The only 
drawback on the night being Greg getting called away interstate for work and 
not being able to attend what was going to be a surprise.  Hopefully being rung 
on the night by his wife Tania and being told was surprise enough.   
 
A reminder that our 2008 ï 2009 financial year has closed and club membersô 
became un financial as of the 31st of March.  If you have not renewed yet please 
use the renewal form attached to this news letter or the one available on our 
web site at www.vpski.com  We ask that you complete the details on the form so 
we have accurate details for all our members.  As of the end of this financial 
year we have approximately 50 email addresses that are returned due to being 
no longer valid. 
 
In closing I can sum up the year thatôs been as being probably the best in the 
history of the club as far as income is concerned.  The membership is higher 
than it has been for over 20 years and the popularity of the club is enormous.  
The club premises and facilities have been renovated and upgraded and are 
better than they have ever been.  I thank those who patronise the club or 
introduce guests as you are the life blood of the club and keep it financial. 
 
John Blaikie 
President 

 

  

Presidentôs Annual Report 2008 ï 2009 

 
It has been another busy year for the Victoria Police Alpine Club with accommodation, income and 
membership numbers all up from the previous year.  This trend has continued now for several years and our 
membership is now 65% higher than the year 2000.  The strong membership base and popularity of the club 
continues to grow and allows us to service our building extension loans at a rate far quicker than we 
anticipated.  We also anticipate that based on our continued popularity and support from our membership our 
building fund members will start to receive their repayments for their loans earlier than was originally 
scheduled.  The financial success and soundness of the club allows us to keep the lodge as up to date as 
possible with good equipment and amenities such as the purchase of the new modern style billiard table which 
has added to the class and ambience of the games area.  This area has received great praise from visitors 
and is an added draw card to guests whose visits keep funding the administration and upkeep of the club. 
 
The committee over the last 12 months has worked hard to continue improving the lodge, its amenities and 
lodge grounds.   We have run several functions over the last 12 months including a fishing competition 
however the most popular being the continued demand for 4 wheel drive or similar trips into the high country.  
All of these trips have had the lodge fully booked and show no signs of their popularity waning.  A motor cycle 
weekend was also scheduled but due to the fires earlier this year it was postponed and will now run on the 9 th 
and 10th of May.  Professional use of the lodge is further on the increase with extensive use by development 
and training courses plus departmental conferences.  These types of bookings favour mid week times and 
provide an income for the club at a time when the lodge would traditionally be empty or receiving minimal use. 
 
Early last year we received feed back from some club members indicating that some of the more popular times 
were in their opinion being booked too far in advance making it hard for club members to book into the club 

http://www.vpski.com/
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during these popular times.  The committee reviewed our booking policy and decided to run a trial period with 
modified booking time frames where we set limits on how far in advance bookings could be made.  These 
were four months in advance for Foundation members, three months for general members and two months for 
non club members.  This system proved to work so well it is now policy and has made bookings far more 
accessible and fairer to our own members. 
 
We have run several working bees over the last 12 months and the committee have donated large amounts of 
their own time to attend and help out with the running and maintenance of the club.  A huge amount of 
firewood has been collected over the last few months and the weekend just gone (2nd and 3rd May) saw a huge 
working bee with a very large membership turn out involving so many people we had members sleeping on 
mattresses on the floor in the games room and the main living area.  I cannot thank all these people enough 
for their assistance in the working bees.  Anyone who has been up to the lodge in the last month or so will 
immediately notice the old double front doors are gone and have been replaced by a stylish single door with 
side window panels.  Thanks to club member Tim McClimont for the expert installation.  A plaque has been 
installed on the large feature rock in front of the lodge commemorating the building and opening of the lodge in 
1981 and also reflects the name change of the club two years ago.  Replacement or repair of old or damaged 
items continues to be a costly problem which unfortunately is inherent with the unsupervised nature of the 
club.  Both stereos and DVD players have again been replaced in the last week due to damage. 
 
The club has now been a major presence in Merrijig since 1981 when the building was opened.  You would be 
hard pressed to find any local who has not heard of us or know where the lodge is.  During the fires three 
years ago we were forced to close the lodge and maintain a small emergency presence in shifts for security 
and fire ember protection.  Our attendance every day at the Merrijig Public Hall to receive the latest news and 
reports on the fires brought home how close a community Merrijig is.  The Merrijig Public Hall was the only 
suitable place for these meetings and its size was tested by the sheer volume of persons attending every day.  
When we heard that the hall was being renovated the committee decided that as a Merrijig resident we would 
donate $1000 to its rebuild.  A cheque was presented to the President of the Merrijig Public Hall on Saturday 
evening the 28th of March during the working bee weekend.  This donation was graciously received and 
apparently we are receiving a plaque of acknowledgment in the public hall in appreciation. 
 
I would like everyone to consider that there is a lot of behind the scene activity from committee when looking 
after the clubs interests.  The committee has put in an extreme amount of time at the club maintaining same 
over the last 12 months for which they receive no reimbursement for personal costs involved.  Being on 
committee is obviously voluntary and does involve sacrificing a considerable amount of personal time and 
costs associated with multiple trips to the lodge.  Some committee members will make over a dozen trips a 
year just on club business which incurs costs such as fuel, time and sacrificing weekends that otherwise could 
be spent on personal pursuits and with their families.  To sit on committee does require are large commitment 
and I cannot thank my fellow committee members enough for the time and effort and dedication they have and 
donate to the club to keep it running every year.  I pass on my personal thanks to all the committee, my wife 
Pam, Adrian Healy, Bill Nash, Robyn Garrett, Geoff Alway, Tom Grambau, Cameron Grambau, Greg Johnson 
and Tom Kelleher.  I also thank all those non committee members who have over the last year made the effort 
to attend a working bee and help maintain the club premises. 
 
John Blaikie 
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Editors Report 
 
It is a pleasure to produce for you a newsletter full of news and events, sometimes it can be a struggle 
and I am always happy to receive articles or photos from any of our members. 
 
Snow in the last few days is hopefully a good sign for a great season.  I hope those of you who can get 
up for the snow this year will have an enjoyable and safe trip. 
 
John and I are aiming for warmer climes ï well if you can call the UK summer that.  We look forward to 
catching up with family in Scotland and will be back home in August via the Emirates Mall, Dubai for a 
an hour or so of indoor skiing (unbelievable!). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This plaque commemorates 

the opening of the 

VICTORIA POLICE SKI  CLUB LODGE 

By  Assistant Commissioner Eric Miller 
on 6 June 1981 

And recognizes the efforts of Club  

members who built and who continue  

to manage this lodge for the  

enjoyment of others.  On 7 May 2007  

the club changed its name to the   

VICTORIA POLICE ALPINE CLUB 

 
Congratulations 

Congratulations and best wishes to our Committee member Cameron Grambau who has been 
through a vigorous entry process to become a fully paid career CFA member. 

All the best, you have a great future ahead of you.  Stay safe. 
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Club Run High Country  
4WD Snow Search Weekend 

Saturday 12
th

 September 2009 
 

4WD Weekend ï search for the snow!  We donôt 
guarantee weôll find it ï but weôll sure have fun trying! 

 
9.30am start 

(book in to stay at the Lodge for Friday 11th & Saturday 12th) 
 
Itôs coming up to that time of year where the snow is plentiful, 
and there is fun to be had!  Join us in September for a 4wd 
search for the white stuff!  We donôt guarantee weôll find it - 

but weôll sure have fun trying! 
 

Travelling from Merrijig through to Jamieson via. Dirt Roads 
& Bush Tracks to lunch at Jamo (have lunch at the pub or 

bring your own - I know what Iôll be doing!).  After lunch, weôll 
head out the back of Jamieson, across the Goulburn, then up 

to Mt. Terrible for some awesome scenic views - and 
hopefully the white stuff!  Weôll finish up at the Jamieson 

Brewery Hotel, then head back to  
Merrijig via the blacktop. 

 
Trip not suitable for AWD vehicles.   

 

 

Club run 
Motorbike Weekend 

Saturday 24
th

 October 2009 
 

Join us for a great day of riding from Merrijig to Jamieson 
& back.  Challenge yourself with a ride through some of Vicôs  

most awesome and spectacular High Country tracks. 
 
Whené Saturday 24th October ï 9.30am start 
(book in to stay at the Lodge for Friday 23rd & Saturday 24th) 
 
Merrijig to Jamieson & back! 
It sounds simpleéé!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Weôll head off from the Lodge (Merrijig) at 9.30am, on route to 
Jamieson. 
Weôll take in the action of Three Chain Track, Mitchells Track 
& Jamieson Lookout Track.  Liaising with the support vehicle & 
fuel in Jamieson, youôll want to eat with me at the Courthouse 
Hotel ï or if youôre on a budget you can give your lunch to the 
support crew.  Weôll return to Merrijig via an alternate route ï 

just to keep you on your toes! 
 
Supply your own fuel ï the Support Crew will carry it to Jamieson for re-fueling. 
Registered bikes & licensed riders only. 
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Club Run 
4WD Weekend 

November 28th 2009 
 

Join us for a great day of 4WDôing around Merrijig & beyond.   
Last year we had a ball ï albeit a bit damp! 

 
 

 

 
Whené Saturday 28th November ï 9.30am start 

(book in to stay at the Lodge for Friday 27th & Saturday 28th) 
 

  
 

Exact route to be finalised ï but youôll definitely have a 
great time! 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

    Club Working Bees     

 

10
th

 & 11
th

  October 

 

13
th

 & 14
th

 November 

 
After the snow season some general maintenance and  

painting will be the order of these weekends. 
 

Book now : Accommodation free with a BBQ dinner supplied on Saturday night. 
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ñHuts on Bikesò 

 
The weekend of May 9th/10th saw the running of the inaugural club organized Motorbike ride.  Aptly 
titled ñHuts on Bikesò, the goal of the weekend was to visit a variety of the high country huts, meeting 
for lunch at Craigôs Hut, and having a leisurely ride back to the lodge!  Wellé  that WAS the goal! 

 
The weather had been turned on!  A fantastic, sunny Autumn day ï not a cloud in the sky.  Still in the 
shadows of the high hills was a light covering of snow from the blizzard that came through the week 
before.  It was a perfect day for a ride.   
 
Being at the Lodge on a magnificent morning like this, with the sound of the thumping four strokes set 
the mood for the day.  Heading off at 10.00am the trip from the Lodge took in Howqua Track, Three 
Chain Track, then down the very steep Red Hill Track, across the Howqua River 3 times, then into 
Sheepyard Flat.  It was then a quick trip up to Craigôs via. Eight Mile Gap, Pikes Flat, Bindaree Hut 
and Monument Track. 
 
After a bit of a breakdown (fixed in the bush!), a few river crossings (and a near drenching of one Mr. 
Bill Nash!), a couple of spills (no major injuries ï except to the pride!), I finally mastered Red Hill track 
that claimed my 4WD a couple of months earlier!, and the group arrived at Craigôs Hut. 
 
After some time lost, and fuel issues with a DT200, we found ourselves fractionally behind schedule.  
If you ask the support crew we might have been around two hours behind!!!! 
 
Steve Tait came to grief on Red Hill track via. a fantastic endo, culminating in the snapping of his 
front brake lever.  This made the rest of his trip quite exciting! 
 
The ride up the snow dusted Monument Track was breathtaking and challenging for some.  It made 
the arrival at Craigôs Hut all the more satisfying. 

 

The support crew had a magnificent wood fired 
BBQ lunch waiting for us when we finally got to 
Craigôs Hut.  The fire was a welcome relief for 
some very wet boots & socks for a few. 
 
A special thank you to the Support Crew 
(Tania, Trish & the kids) for making the journey 
to Craigôs with the food & fuel.  
 
After a good feed, a few pics and a look 
around Craigôs Hut we geared back up to make 
the journey back to the lodge, on a nice, 
relaxing ride via. Circuit Road, No 3 Track, 
Carters Road to Buttercup Road.   
 

 
Overall the ride took in about 160kms of  Victoriaôs most magnificent country side, offering up a huge 
variety of conditions and terrain to challenge the skills of the participants. We had a great turnout of 7 
bikes plus the support crew, and everyone had an exciting weekend.  Canôt wait for the next oneé.   

 
Below are some of the pics taken during the day. 
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