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Presidents Report

This year saw an excellent ski season with the lodge running at
near capacity for a great deal of the time. For those that were able
to get up the mountain there was some excellent snow and skiing to
be had. Once again we have had much praise for the renovations
and state of the lodge. The club ran a working bee on the 11™ and
12" of October for the HAafter
attended by the usual workaholics. My thanks go out to my
dedicated committee members who make themselves available
time and time again for these tasks without which the club would
become unserviceable.

Some of the works around the lodge have been additional
landscaping around the gas tank with some very large rocks used
as a retaining wall which | must admit looks very good. There has
been more soil brought in to neaten up the grounds and some trees
and shrubs planted. Greg Johnson our most competent electrician
has installed bunker lights around the eaves of the lodge so there
will be no more stumbling around in the dark. These lights are on a
sunset switch so they will turn on in the evening and turn off at
sunrise. The same goes for the lights in the car port. New lights in
the kitchen and above the dining tables have made an improvement
as well. Bill Nash who has more energy than the energiser bunny
has put the water tank input pipes underground which has improved
the appearance of the tank area immensely.

The Club once again sent a representation to the Police Amateur
Sports & Welfare Society night in September which honours the
sporting achievements of the various sporting clubs and or
individual police members for the last 12 months. The Police Alpine
Sporting Club sponsored part of the night by making available a
weekod6s accommodation to a fami/l
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next 12 months. The Club will continue to sponsor this event in
future as it is a very worthwhile cause. If any of you ever wish to
attend this night it is open to any member of the club and you would
not be disappointed with some very interesting sporting
personalities attending as guest speakers and presenters.

Just a reminder that prior to winter we introduced a limit on how far
in advance people can book the lodge. This was done to prevent
all the popular weekends being taken up early which in turn
prevented our own membership from using their own facilities. Non
members of the club can only book two months in advance, paid up
members of the club three months and foundation members four
months. This system was introduced as a trial and so far appears
to be working very well. We have had positive comments so we will
continue to use it at this stage. We had some earlier commitments
that ran to nearly a year in advance. This will no longer happen so
the membership now gets a much fairer chance at popular
weekends and holiday periods.

Ladies and gentlemen, | would like to ask all of you when you are at
the lodge, please keep an eye out for our club premises and
contents. As members of the club you all have a vested interest in
the correct operation and running of our premises. If you see
something that needs fixing or you think is not quite right, please let
us know immediately. If you have children please ensure they are
supervised correctly. The pool table is not a toy for children to play
with as the severely torn cloth will testify to. The broken tiles
around the pool table have been caused by the billiard balls being
bounced on the floor which | have personally witnessed. If you see
children doing things you would not allow in your own house then
please stop them or bring it to the attention of their respective
parents or supervisors. Not everyone up there is a member of the
club so their personal interest in maintaining same in good working
order is not as healthy as your own. If you would rather ring us or
send an email instead of writing in the book up there then please do
so. The sooner we hear about things that need fixing the quicker
we can get onto it.

We are now entering the summer period which again is a very busy
time for the club. The club premises thanks to the hard work of the
committee have never looked so good. | have put in some photos
of the club grounds showing the new land scaping taken at the last
working bee in October.

Hope to see you at the lodge in the future.

John Blaikie
Club President



Editors Report

How quickly the year goes by, another newsletter to press and not a lot to report at this time
of year.

Tom and Cheryl our new booking officers have survived the winter and enjoying a slightly
less hectic pace with the bookings. As with myself, they have found it is generally a pleasure
to deal with our members and guests and | am sure you are all appreciative of their hard
work.

As always, | am happy to receive any articles, photos or ads for future newsletters.
Email: editor@vpski.com

| would love to share this email | received after the last newsletter.
With memories of the lodge. Please keep them coming.

It is many years since | have visited the Lodge but | often check the web site and newsletters, thank
you for sending these on. | have many fond memories of building the Lodge over a period of 15
weekends straight, followed by the official opening weekend. | have hundreds of photos from those
days. | have just been viewing the photos on the club web site, | am the boof standing with Doug
McPhee fAis 1t Lunch time yeto. There is another
Standing second on left is Alan Carlisle with his arm in a sling, that day was full of drama, shooting,
high speed medi vac, alcoholism and laughter.

Drama, While installing the roof bearers, prepainted green, Alan was sitting on top of the wall frame

for the central passage, a bearer had been nailed in place with the nail gun, with no explanation as to
why or how while the nail gun was resting on its side on the top of the wall frame it discharged a nail
into Al ands ar m, unbelievabl e accurat e sMyeelfand wi
another assisted (watched) Alan climb down the frame. After an onsite examination it was agreed by
al | Afyep 1itdbs a nail o.

High Speed medi vac. | cautiously and at leisure (let him suffer) drove Alan to the Mansfield Base
Hospital, the nail was removed leavi ng only a small red dot on
injection was given and some tablets. | think the injection hurt the most.

Alcoholism. During our return to the Lodge Alan explained the necessity to have the remainder of the
weekend off, Rest his arm and consume 1 can every half hour until he could feel no pain. A short
while later (about an hour and a half) Alan was sleeping.

Laughter; This was one of a couple of incidents (others will tell the story on how to start a car with
petrol down the carbi) that somehow after everyone is safe and recovered we as Aussies are able to
see a lighter side and have a good laugh. During the days of the building with members from all
walks of life, trades and professions there was hardly a minute went by without a story, joke or
sledging. The bonding and fellowship memories will always remain.

Best wishes to all for a great ski season.

Regards

Greg Alward.

Hamilton Island. Qld.
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Club Calendar

Fishing weekend
The advertised club fishing weekend will be Saturday the 28" and

Sunday the 29" of November. Biggest fish wins a prize.
Come join us on Saturday the 29" November for a fishing competition. Participants can fish
anywhere they like. If you have a favourite spot more the better. Choose your own spot or
tag along with someone else.

Club 4 X 4 weekend
The next official club 4 X 4 weekend will be Saturday the 12" and
Sunday the 13" December.

Trail Ride Weekend
Motor Bike Weekend i visit the Huts of the High Country on Two Wheels!
Includes at least 10 Huts & 8 River Crossings. Support vehicles meeting at Craigs Hut with
fuel and lunch.
Early 2009 Actual dates T.B.A.

Late News just to hand.

Due to the age, condition and damage to the clubs Billiard table, we have decided to update and purchase a
new one. This | hope will reinforce the need for everyone to look after our assets. This is not a cheap
purchase so please watch the kids. The table is there to play billiards and pool on. Not for the little ones to
roll around the balls or bounce them on the floor. If you see little kids trying to use the cues or balls please
intervene. Below is a picture of the table we have chosen. Not in the multi colours as depicted though.




More gravel for the
drive, lawn planting
and rocks have
made the front of
the lodge very
attractive.

There has been some
extensive landscaping
around the gas tank area
with large retaining rocks
put in place. Trees and
shrubs also have been
planted.

If you have a half full old
water bottles hanging in
your car, share it with our
new plants.




Members Guests Tom & Cheryl Grambau
Week Weekend Week Weekend Telephone: 03 5968 9604
Day Day (preferred booking times are Tuesday &
$12 $15 $25 $30 Thursday 6.30pm to 9.30pm)
Members Guests Booking form available from the
accommodation page at www.vpalpine.com
Everyday Everyday or www.vpski.com (anytime)
$10 $20 _
FAMILY $35 FAMILY $60 Send your accommodation fees to
Tom Grambau

P.O. Box 610.

There are NO FAMILY RATES for winter Emerald. Victoria. 3782

If you do a Bank transfer please include a
reference as follows

Name / date of accommodation.

E.g. Blaikie 04-04-2008

NOTE: Payment for accommodation must be made within 14 days of booking. If payment is not
received in 14 days the room will be allocated to the next party wishing accommodation.
Please note that receipts will only be issued on request.

Making an online booking?

Go to the website www.vpalpineclub.com.au or www.vpski.com and then to the accommodation page and
follow the instructions

Step 1. This calendar is designed to help you plan your stay at the lodge.
You will still need to contact the booking officer to make bookings)

[ View my ]
Calendar | 5pjine Calendar
Step 2.

Step 3. The booking officer will confirm your booking. Remember the booking officer is a voluntary position and the
phones are not manned 24 hours a day.

BOOKING PERIOD

1. VPAC members may book for the winter period as of the 1st May each year; however Foundation
members receive priority for bookings until 1st June.

2. Guests may book for the winter period as of the 1st June each year.

3. No bookings at any time of the year will be accepted more than three months in advance.

BOOKING PROCEDURE
Before you ring please work out how many double & / or single beds you require, and how flexible your
preferences are. You can Email your request to the Booking Officer at any time via the web site links.

A. On phoning the booking officer or wupon receiving
booked as tentative until the Booking Officer receives payment. Payment for bookings is required within two
weeks of making the booking or if made at short notice less than two weeks from date of stay, then payment is
required immediately.


http://www.vpalpine.com/
http://www.vpski.com/
http://www.vpalpineclub.com.au/
http://www.vpski.com/

A Na meall pessbns attending Lodge are to be given to the Booking Officer at the time the booking is
made. Payment will assure your booking and details of room and beds allocated will be giving to person
making booking at that time. Confirmation of bed allocation is displayed on notice board at Lodge and must be
complied with. Vacating of rooms by 10am day of departure is required so incoming guest can unpack. You
can leave you bags in the lodge hallway baggage racks if you wish to use the facilities during your day of
departure.

PAYMENT METHODS

1. Cheque made out to the Victoria Police Alpine Club.
2. Direct deposit to our co-op account (Ask Booking Officer at time of booking for account details)
3. Direct BSB deposit from another bank (Ask Booking Officer at time of booking for account details)

*** IMPORTANT***
You can only use the room allocated to you.

At the Lodge!!!

The Committee values feedback from members on any aspect of club activities. Please continue to
get your message to committee members who are there to help you enjoy your club.

Once again a reminder

Outdoor fires are not permitted on
the lodge grounds at any time

In the past some guests have decided to raid the wood shed and have campfires around the lodge
grounds. This is definitely not on. Whilst our firewood does grow on trees it is very time
consuming collecting and cutting and we cannot afford to waste our hard earned timber on outdoor
camp fires. For approximately half the year there are fire restrictions for the entire area so it is also
very embarrassing when the CFA turn up because the caretaker or neighbours have called them.
The person who lit the fire will foot the bill.

Water, Not a drop to spare

Although we have increased our water storage capabilities, as summer approaches please be water
wise at the lodge, reduce shower time, only use the washing machine facilities in emergency
situations and DO NOT wash your car at the lodge.



I know where | would rather be right now.

The exposed
piping has now
gone
underground
and the
grounds are
looking
fantastic.




V.P.A.C. Presents
TomO0s Rock Ape Week

Motor Bike Weekend i visit the Huts of the High Country on Two Wheels!
Includes at least 10 Huts & 8 River Crossings. Support vehicles meeting at Craigs Hut with
fuel and lunch.

Early 2009

Hurs ol BIRES

10 Huts 1 1 Day
F r yHutsUpper JamiesonHut,Lovi ckés Hut
Bluff Hut, Pikes Flat Hut, Bindaree Hut
Cr ai g pKeng Hut Refuge No. 3 Hut
Tomahawk Hut.

Tentative dates below. Actual date T.B.A.
§ Option A nights of Friday 13", Saturday 14™ February

§ Option Bi nights of Friday 27", Saturday 28" February
§ Option C - nights of Friday 20", Saturday 21 March



President

The Committee 2008-2009

John Blaikie

Wk 9871 4119
Mob 0421 634 335

vpscpres@vpski.com

Vice President

Tom Kelleher

0408 352919

vicepres@vpski.com

Treasurer

Adrian Healy

9247 5617

treasurer@vpski.com

Secretary

Robyn Garrett

9738 0767

secretary@vpski.com

Assistant Secretary

Geoff Alway

9887 9798

assistantsecretary@vpski.com

Booking Officer

Tom Grambau

59689604

bookings@vpski.com

Committee member
(Work master)

Bill Nash

96118501
0419 763348

billnash@vpski.com
workmaster@vpski.com

Committee member

Greg Johnson

0431 327334

disco@vpski.com

Newsletter editor

Pam Blaikie

0433 773 520

editor@vpski.com

Committee member

Cameron Grambau

0411 379403

cameron@vpski.com

Club Captain

Position Vacant

Vice Captain

Position Vacant

The Plug Pages

The following club members and their businesses offer their assistance to all current club members.

Johnand |

have

she has been wonderful and most efficient and we thoroughly recommend her.

If you have business you would like to promote, | do list them on our website as well.

recent | yromsHarveg Wdrld TRawel with @noversead thip next year and
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Framing

Precision Framing at Affordable Prices

A complete Framing Service catering for both
commercial and individual requirements.

Do you need something framed?

We can help with a wide range of services
including frames for:

Artwork

Image Enhancements

3D Objects

Prints & Posters

Photos

Textiles Sports Garments

Certificates

Mirrors Medals

Memorabilia

Call for a free quote. Fast turnaround and an
amazing choice of frames and matt boards available i
ask to see our selection or get our advice on

the best look for your treasured memory or artwork.
Pick Up & Delivery Service Available

Phone: (03) 9844 0968

Proud Supporter of Warrandyte Primary School

G G e e e )

Club member Tanya Johnson can
assist with all your parts requirements
at PAJA Automotive.

Call their National Call Centre on 1300
55 90 86 for immediate service and
excellent advice. Australia's largest
range of steering & suspension
featuring O.E.M. Products and
Japanese '555'

Web sitewww.oem-products.com

Club members Rob and Margaret McDonald have
a lovely winery with accommodation situated at

1073 Telegraph Road
Sailors Falls, Victoria
Australia 3460

They are offering V.P.S.C. & members of the
Police Force generous discounts including.

Stay two nights get the 3rd free

20% discount mid week

10% discount on weekends/holidays
Free bottle of wine with 2 night stays

Contact details as follows or check the link on the
club web site.
Phone: 03 5348 6626, 03 9370 8813.
Estate Mobile: 0418 374854
Or Daylesford Information Centre 5348 1339

Email: sailorsfallsestate@bigpond.com
Web sitewww.sailorsfallsestate.com.au

Harvey World Elsternwick would like
to offer a discount to all members

of Victoria Police and all current
members of the Victoria Police Alpine
Club.

Please call Renea Gilles on mobile
0421278367
After hours calls welcome 95518273
email
renea.elsternwick@harveyworld.com.au
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