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Welcome to the October edition of the clubs news letter. We have had a lot going on 1 Winter Trip
this year and with the extremely good ski season it has certainly been very busy at the Report
lodge. Huge dumps of the white stuff have seen some very happy members with some
excellent sking memories. The heavy use of the lodge has also meant that some T Club
serious maintenance is always required after the ski season. Please take note of the Calendar

working bee dates at the end of the news letter and if you can help, even just for a day,
it would be greatly appreciated.
1 Three more

The club has again run quite a few trips for those interested in seeing the high country. trips for the
Due to the popularity of these trips we have run one during the ski season taking in the year

lower non gated tracks which made for a very interesting weekend which was very well

attended with some exciting deep river crossings to be negotiated. (See our Club 9 Working Bee

Captains report a little further on in the news letter) | will take this opportunity to again
ask that if anyone has an idea for a different type of club sponsored function please let
us know.

thanks

T Important

On the weekend of the 4" and 5" of October my wife Pam, myself and an intrepid group Booking

of hardy wine connoisseurs left the lodge to head across to the King Valley Wine Information
Festival in Whitfield. The entire wine producing community staged a wine tasting

weekend where each person was given instructions on how to rate wines. We were 1 The

then given score sheets, pencil and a glass and let loose on the entire range of wines Committee

from the region. This in itself could be dangerous as it is very tempting to finish your
tasting rather than tip it out. Not that | am an expert however a look around the tasting
area indicated perhaps not all in attendance were there for their wine tasting skills. | am
not sure filling your glass to the brim for the purpose of rating a wine when you have
about 100 to get through is a very wise idea. To sum it up a very good time was had by
all. The King Valley Wine Festival is run every year and it is well worth attending as
there are some excellent wines on offer. If we can arrange a larger group of club
members next year we could possibly organise transport to make the whole day more
enjoyable.

1 Plug Pages

One last thing before | sign off, when you are at the lodge please keep an eye on the
premises and let us know if anything needs attention. Also as representatives of the
cl ub, if you see something going on tha
speak up as damage and replacement of assets are expensive. At the very least please
advise Dee our caretaker who will advise us.

Thanks to all who have sent in the good feedback reports on the lodge, they are greatly
appreciated.

John Blaikie
President




Editors Report

We have had another bumper year at the Lodge and now that winter has almost past, this last week
makes us wonder, we look forward to spring and summer activities at the Alpine Club.

In need of as many volunteers as possible for our working bees. These can be great fun, pitching in
with other club members to improve your facilities and topped off with a BBQ dinner and a few drinks
on Saturday night. Remember for all helpers accommodation and dinner is free.

As usual our plug pages round up this newsletter and | am always in search of articles and or photos
from our members for future newsletters.

Pam Blaike

AWD3 Winter Trip 2009

One Saturday in SeptembelrfirapiddWDd s & passengept
search of snow! The day started magniftedidilying our quick check afgt
a fit bill of health fbnvahicles we started shart run up The Howqua Trak
with a right hander into Three Chain Track. We followed Three Chai

spur overlooking the farmland between Mansfield & Howqua. ¥

On Three Chain Track we descended down to the Howiquaheafiest of =
three river crossings. JB brracd
across the Howquao problems!Easy in, easy out, onto Running C : i@
Reservé much to themusement of the campers.

After leaving Running Creek Reseheaded up Symes Traekd Greg SM.W %@m

delivered what he promised! Snow.20-eddkmd s a way Jiautit dduld be Been ctisp & white. Tt
the clos&# wewere going to dgetthe white stuff on this trip!

Leaving the awesome Mt. Blgs iehind, we continued on Symes Track. Symes Track presented a sr
one of fourbies. Steep hills, shaley dry terrain, and tyre pressures a little too high, made a few of kiye

at w
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The terrain was so dry & steep, evem Gregnd it di fficult to stay on |

awesome reversing skills!

Once we had all made it up Symes we headed onto Mitchells, then Masters Tracks where we confrol
crossing. The Jamieson Riveflovaing! The entrance had a deep rut on the left hand side, and the exit

ited
was

rocky, presentiiigown little hazards. With veatsradinthe bonnet, even on some of the lifted Patrols, getting

the Jamo with no damage was the majoop i t y . JB bradéd up again, a

After an exciting crossing, and a bit of track mar(@gé&nvemtheaded into Jamieson for lunch at the Cc

nd

urth

Hotel. A little late, but well worth the stop. After lunch we hlettedahitles for a quick check. The curse |

struck wi t h Mi keds exhaust basically falling off!
challengé the crossing of the Goulburn.

We headed out of Jamo on Sappdrsyithin 50 metres of the blacktop, we were stopped in our tracks.
was flowing and looked high! After watching a $40K Navara nearly washed down the river, and sinc
snorkel in the spirit of not wanting to leave a rmath) Wehdecided not to cross the Goulburn. If the truth be
voices of reason (namely passengers who coul d
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A quick Jurn saw us heading up Ferguson Saddle Road, where we came across an 8 poatdendeetucie
than most of the shooters we had spoken with throughout the day! Following our exciting discovery| we
Jamieson along Jamieson Lookout Track. At this stage, we were counting ourselves pretty lucky. \Wher
when yoneed it!

Bradodés front uni broke on one f the steepest, s
and the brief radio messageé. Al think | s#30gnnt
With the c¢clouds coming over, and t he i thistime sidreaas & |

support mechanism as the vehicle was worked under to rem@reprshfidk the time with Jude trapped jin th
back wih the child lock on! Tricking the disco into 4WD, meant Brad could drive the stemadistéyrac af
2WDi with a little help fronh-J&nd cruise back to Merrijig on his own steam!

Atabout6pm f i ve i nt r e pwedindhvihé [dack&p fprdhe drieerback to Blerrijig. An awesom
was had by alespeciallgrad & Mike!

Thanks to all the participants, looking forward to the next one!

Greg Johnson
Club Captain

A few pics from the last trip

' Lots of water ' Deepentries
The hills were steep

Difficult exits




Mikes truck
decided to start
shedding parts

Mike flat out as usual

Theintrepidteam

Believe it or not, this car which is not part of our grg

has started to float and is being pushed down stred
the heavy cuent. He just made itttee otherside.
Look closely, the passenger has his window ope

Club Calendar

Club Working Bees S

13" & 14" November

After the snow season some general maintenance and
painting will be the order of these weekends.

Book now : Accommodation free with a BBQ dinner supplied on Saturday night.




